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computer access to an educa-
tional -program that teaches
children 11 to 13 how to deat
with situations invelving
drugs, Anita Poe-Wiley, OMS
social worker, said. -

The 15-session, self-direct-
ed computer course will
enhance the school's health
curriculum, the school social
worker said.

The coursé is an interac-
tive game which, Poe-Wiley
said, for example has the stu-
dents take a cab ride to
another part of the city.
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A collaborative effort to
address the problem of metham-
phetamine and.other substance
abuge by adolescents and teens in
Franklin County is getting a boost
from a smalt grant.

A state grant in the amount of
$1,700 awarded to the Franklin

.County Mental Health Clinic and

the USD 280 Otiawa School Dis-
triet will go toward several proj-
ects designed to help raise com-
munity awareness of the problem
of substanee abuse by young peo-
ple in the county. .

The issue of meth use in
Franklin Counfy was thrust into

the spotlight nearly three months

agc; following the-arrest of a 12-
year-old Ottawa girl who appar-
ently gave a fellow Ottawa Middle

School student methampheta-

mine that made her ili. -

Thie Ottawa School Distriet will
use $1,000 of the grant to pay for-
Ottawa Middle School students'
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Actors then set up a sifuation

The remaining $700 of the

‘health oﬂ‘iciéls and Commu-

methamphetamines

that students must react to.
Poe-Wiley said the stu-
dents will be able to monitor
theit progress to see whether
their attitudes toward gleo-
hol! and substance abuse

changed over the course of.

several sessions, )

She said ghe thinks the
interactive game is a good
learning tool for middle
school students.

. “Children learn in a vari-
ety of ways, and this interac-
tive program is another way
to deliver information to stu-
dents.”

grant will be used by
Franklin County Mental
Health Clinic to help start a
multi-ageney coalition to
begin dealing with youth sub-
stance abuse issues’in a col-
laborative manner.

"We want to be able to utj-
lize the services we have
more effectively,” Glenda
Young said, Young is the caor-
dinator of substance abuse
services al the Franklin
County Mental- Health Clinic,
204 E. 15th St,

Before the arrest at the
middle school, county mental

nity Corrections staff last fall
began meeting to address
issues relating to youth sub-
stance abuse.

A community awareness
task force is necessary, Diane
Drake, divector of the county
mental health elinic, said
Tuesday.

“The first step in combat-
ing this problem is for the
community to understand
that youth substance abuse is
a large problem,” she said.
“Families are often blind to
the fact that there are adoles-
cents and teens wsing

other drugs.”

Drake said that collabora-
tion among different agen-
cies will help deal with the
issue because it will increase
knowledge of the it. The goal
of the task force, she said, is
to promote an ongoing dom-
munity wide response to
effectively deal with prol-
lems that the production, dis-
tribution and use of meth and
other drugs cause for area

‘residents,

The project will lead to
increased awareness of the
impact of illicit drug use with



an emphasis on the growing
problem of meth in the com-
munity, she said.

The task force also will he
able to identify the immedi-
ate needs of the cominunity
for its adolescent population
regarding drug abuse prob-
lems and further develop-
ment of services and
resources to help meet those
needs, Young said. ’

Money from the grant will
go toward having four or five
community meetings and
trainings with area educa-
tors, mental health profes-
sionals and law enforcement
within the next year, Young
said.

A one-or two-day training
event for educators, [aw
enforcement, mental health
professionals and community
corrections will be set up to
increase the knowledge-base

of those in the coalition.. .

Young said she and several
others in the community will
. share the knowledge they
gained from after participat-
ing in the Kansas Metham-
phetamine Prevention Pro-
jeet's Community Metham-
phetaminég Prevention Train-
ing program. ‘
‘“The training woutd be
geared more toward educa-
tors since they are on the
front line,” Young said.
Another goal of the task
force is to promote the devel-
opment and implementation
of a local chapter of the
Kansas Retailer Meth Wateh
Program, ' .

The program was designed
by the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment,
Kansas Bureau of Investiga-
tion and a team of Kansas
retailers to curtail drug lab
activity by limiting the acces-
sibility of ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine containing
products, which are ingredi-
ents in making methampheta-
mine, The program also rais-
es the general awareness of
the methamphetamine lab
problem in Kansas, -

The Meth Watch program
invelves employee training,
signs that put criminals on
notice and leis good cus-
tomers know the store is tak-
ing steps to redtice the pro-
duction of .meth, tips on
strategic product placement
to dater theft and working
closely with local law

- enforcement, actording to

the KDHE's web site.

Herald Staff writer Sonia
Ahyja can be reached at sahu- .

Jja@ottawaherald.com.




